
Why Prairie Matters

Missouri Prairie Foundation 
members support and enjoy  

our prairie legacy

Join Us in Protecting  

Missouri’s  
Prairie

Green indicates  
presettlement prairie.

Prairie plant roots, some growing 
as deep as 15 feet, store carbon and 
build and anchor rich soil. One acre of 
established prairie can produce 24,000 
pounds of roots (Iowa State University) 
and can absorb 9 inches of rainfall per 
hour before runoff occurs (University 
of North Iowa). Prairies naturally 
filter water, protect streams from flood 
events, and help recharge precious 
groundwater supplies. 

At least 15 million acres of Missouri,  
covering more than one-third of the state, were 
prairie at the time of European settlement. Fewer 
than 90,000 acres remain, or less than one-half of 
one percent. Temperate grasslands of the world—
�a�f�[�d�m�\�a�f�_���E�a�k�k�g�m�j�a���k���j�]�e�Y�a�f�a�f�_���l�Y�d�d�_�j�Y�k�k���h�j�Y�a�j�a�]�k��

are the most endangered, least conserved of any 
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are remarkable in their ecological wealth and 
complexity, and are ours to conserve for the 
�Z�]�f�]�Ú�l���g�^���^�m�l�m�j�]���_�]�f�]�j�Y�l�a�g�f�k�&��

Seeds of many 
plants that are 
hardy, water-
efficient, and 
beautiful for 
home and 
corporate 
landscaping 
originate from 
Missouri’s 
prairies. 

Missouri’s prairies are home 
to a stunning diversity of 
plant, animal, and insect 
life. More than 800 native 
plants, hundreds of native 
pollinators, other insects and 
invertebrates, and a diversity 
of vertebrate animals are 
known from Missouri’s 
prairies. 

European settlement 
and land use have also 
impacted two other types 
of native grasslands in 
Missouri—savannas and 
glades. Savannas, often 
bordering prairies, have 
scattered trees with an 
abundance of native 
grasses and wildflowers. 
Glades are natural 
openings within woodlands, 
with exposed bedrock and 
shallow soils. A diversity of 
drought-adapted grasses, 
wildflowers, and animals 
make their homes on glades 
and nowhere else. 

Credits: Photographs—Glenn Chambers, Cyndi Cogbill, Paul Cox, Carol Davit, Casey 
Galvin, Frank Oberle (Cover: Shoop Prairie), Tracy Ritter, Bruce Schuette, Alan R. 
Templeton, Pat Whalen. Illustrations—Root diagram: Conservation Research Institute, 
Heidi Natura © 1995, Presettlement prairie map: Walter Schroeder. 

The Missouri Prairie Foundation was founded in 1966. MPF is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. Contributions are fully tax-deductible to the extent 
allowed by law. The Missouri Prairie Foundation is open to and operated 
for the benefit of the general public.

Our Mission: To protect and restore prairie and other 
native grassland communities through acquisition, manage-
ment, education, and research.

Our Vision: Prairies and other native grasslands are 
natural communities of depthless beauty, with which 
humans have interacted for millennia—each one a library 
of plant and animal life and their complex ecological 
interactions. These precious grassland remnants naturally 
and spontaneously generate much that enriches our 
lives—from unique ecology and carbon storage, to rich soil 
and clean water, to aesthetic and spiritual renewal. The 
vision of the Missouri Prairie Foundation is to awaken and 
engage the passion of others to protect and restore native 
grassland communities, for the benefit and enjoyment of 
present and future generations. 

Contact information:
Missouri Prairie Foundation
P.O. Box 200
Columbia, MO 65205
1-888-843-6739 (toll-free)  
or 573-356-7828
info@moprairie.com
www.moprairie.org
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Use this address for  
membership payments: 
Missouri Prairie Foundation
c/o Martinsburg Bank
P.O. Box 856
Mexico, MO 65265-0856



Prairie Matters To Us
The Missouri Prairie Foundation is the only organization 
in the state dedicated exclusively to the conservation of 
prairie and other native grasslands. Thanks to member 
support, we protect and restore these natural treasures through 
acquisition, management, education, and research.

 �Yes! I want to join the  
Missouri Prairie Foundation and 
help protect prairies.
 Regular (individual, family, or organization): $35
 Friend: $50
 Supporting: $100
 Contributing: $250
 Sustaining: $500
 Life (no membership expiration): $1,000

Name:__________________________________________

Address:________________________________________

City:____________________ State:____  Zip:___________

Phone:___________________________________________

E-mail:___________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Missouri Prairie Foundation 
and mail with this form to:

Missouri Prairie Foundation
c/o Martinsburg Bank
P.O. Box 856
Mexico, MO 65265-0856 
or make membership payment   
on-line at www.moprairie.org

Members receive:
• a subscription to the Missouri Prairie Journal 
• �invitations to guided prairie hikes, campouts, annual 

meetings, and other events
• �a share in protecting Missouri’s prairie heritage
Members may visit Missouri Prairie Foundation prairies at 
any time.

 �Yes, I want to establish a planned gift, such as a 
charitable gift annuity, to benefit myself and the Missouri 
Prairie Foundation. Please send me information  
or  call me so we can discuss my ideas about planned 
giving opportunities.

 �Yes, I want to include the Missouri Prairie Foundation in 
my estate planning by making a bequest. Please send me 
information or  call me about bequests to the Missouri 
Prairie Foundation.
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The Missouri Prairie Foundation owns more 
than 2,600 acres of prairie and manages an 
additional 1,500 acres in partnership with 
private landowners and other prairie partners.

Acquisition  
and Easements
The Missouri Prairie Foundation (MPF) 
has acquired more than 3,300 acres 
of prairie for permanent protection. 
With the conveyance of more than 
700 of these acres to the Missouri 
Department of Conservation, MPF 
currently owns more than 2,600 acres. 
Financial assistance from supporters 
will allow MPF to increase acreage of 
core prairie areas of the state where 
land is available for sale. MPF also is 
interested in helping private landowners 
protect prairie through conservation 
easements.

Land Management
Prairies evolved with disturbance from 
fire and grazing by bison and elk. 
Prairies need on-going management—
including prescribed fire, tree clearing, 
and control of invasive, non-native 
plants like tall fescue. Prairies 
converted to crops in the past can be 
reconstructed with appropriate seed 
sources. MPF’s management and 
restoration work has maintained and 
improved thousands of acres of native 
grasslands.

Members, Outreach,  
Education, Research
MPF’s more than 1,500 members—from across Missouri 
and beyond the state’s borders—support our work through 
membership dues and other contributions, and many take 
part in our activities. 

Throughout the year, MPF organizes prairie hikes, 
nature study activities, workdays, campouts, workshops, 
and other events for members and the general public. 

Members enjoy a subscription to the Missouri Prairie 
Journal, one of few publications devoted to prairie 
conservation.

MPF assists private landowners with prairie conservation 
strategies, and helps leverage funding for prairie 
restoration on private land.
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